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TODAY’S PASSAGE 

11 As they approached Jerusalem and 
came to Bethphage and Bethany at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and just as you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied there, 
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, 
‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here 
shortly.’” 

4 They went and found a colt outside 
in the street, tied at a doorway. As they 
untied it, 5 some people standing there 
asked, “What are you doing, untying 
that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus 
had told them to, and the people let 
them go. 7 When they brought the colt 
to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, 
he sat on it. 8 Many people spread 
their cloaks on the road, while others 
spread branches they had cut in the 
fields. 9 Those who went ahead and 
those who followed shouted, 
“Hosanna!” 

- Mark 1:1-9 
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HOSANNA 

You might be familiar with the gospel 
story that we just heard. The passage 
is typically read on Palm Sunday each 
year, but it also has something relevant 
to say to us today, as it has to do with 
people’s expectations of God. 

A little back ground first— Jesus is at 
the very height of his fame among the 
people in this story. He’s spent the 
prior 3 years of his life traveling, 
performing miracles, and bringing a 
new perspective about God into the 
world. 

He’s sparked a lot of hope, he’s made 
a lot of people angry, and anybody 
whose anybody, even those highest up 
in the Roman empire, the “executive 
branch” of the day (if you will) knows 
his name, his profile, and all that he’s 
been up to. 

They mythos surrounding Jesus has 
worked his followers up into a political 
frenzy. And this is precisely what we 
see happening here— a rally, a protest, 
an assembly. 
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This “Jesus is King, King of Kings, Lord 
of Lords” phrasing that we always hear 
being talked about meant something 
very different for the crowds in this 
story. 

And this is where the meaning of the 
tory becomes clear, if we just 
acknowledge the pivotal fact that the 
crowds awaiting Jesus’s arrival in the 
New Testament had never even heard 
of anything called a “New Testament.” 
It wasn’t even written down yet, and 
wouldn’t be written down for almost 20 
more years. 

The crowds are expecting a political 
reformer, a King, a warrior who was 
going to ride into Jerusalem and make 
everything right again but wielding a 
political agenda.  

And as Jesus is riding into Jerusalem, 
the crowds are shouting with a unified 
voice, a strange word which reveals 
their what they are expecting. The 
word?  

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
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Hosanna is a word that simply means, 
“Please save us!”  

And again, this doesn’t mean “save” 
the way that we think of it today. The 
crowds in the story are crying out to 
Jesus to save them of things like 
military oppression, taxes being levied 
unfairly, inequality, inequity, 
marginalization, and poverty. And 
what’s more, these things matter to 
Jesus.  

So Jesus (in their minds) is the King 
who is going to fix everything political, 
material, and make the system right 
again.  

This is the Jesus that is riding into 
Jerusalem being welcomed as a new 
King - “Please save us! Please save us! 
Please save us!” 

And then, we know how the story 
goes.  

Jesus doesn’t do any of what they 
expect. A member of his inner circle 
takes a bribe, betrays him, Jesus is 
captured, tortured, and then killed for 
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insurrection by a gruesome form of 
capital punishment called crucifixion.  

This is the context. This is the narrative. 
This is the story. 

  

EXPECTATIONS 

As the church, as people of faith, we 
also have a lot of expectations when it 
comes to our ideas about God.  And 
more than anything else, this story is 
about just that - our erroneous 
expectations of Jesus. 

We all think of God differently. Who is 
God? What is God? What is God up to? 
What can God do for me? What can 
God do through me? What can God do 
for the world? 

These are the things that we’re 
thinking about every time that we pray 
a prayer or participate in any kind of 
spiritual practice. And these things are 
important to Jesus, too. 

But what we often find (as the people 
did in this story) are our expectations 
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being unmet. We hoped for one thing 
and we got another. 

And my question today is this. What if 
all that we are expecting from God, 
actually does happen, but never as we 
think it should?  

If you’re taking notes, write this down. 

God always saves, but not like we think 
God should. 

MORE SPACE 

In her book, “Kindle My Heart” Malti 
Shetty shares a beautiful story about 
how we get the things that we are 
expecting from God, even though they 
often arrive through frustrating, 
disappointing circumstances. 

The story goes like this: 

There was a man who did not like 
his in-laws because he felt they 
took up more space in the house 
than they should. He went to a 
teacher who lived nearby, as he 
had heard a lot about him, and he 
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said, “Please do something! I 
cannot bear my in-laws anymore. I 
love my wife, but my in-laws — 
never! They take up so much space 
in the house; somehow I feel they 
are always in my way.” 

The teacher asked him, “Do you 
have some chickens?” 

“Yes, I do.” he said. 

"'Then bring all your chickens inside 
the house.” 

He did what the teacher said and 
then went back to him. The teacher 
asked, “Problem solved?" 

He said, “No! It's worse.” 

"'Do you have any sheep?” 

“Yes." 

"Bring all the sheep inside.” He did 
as the teacher asked and returned 
a few days later.  

“Problem solved?” 
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"No! It's even worse!” 

"Do you have a dog?” 

"Yes, I have several." 

“Then bring all the dogs into the 
house." 

Finally, the man ran back to the 
teacher and said, “I came to you for 
help, but you are making my life 
worse than ever!" 

The teacher said to him, “Good, 
now go back home and send all the 
chickens, sheep, and dogs back 
outside.” 

The man went home and emptied 
the house of all the animals. There 
was so much space, so he went 
back to the teacher.  

“Thank you! Thank you!” he said. 
“You have solved all my problem.” 
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PERSPECTIVE 

The man in the story has a problem. 
He wants more space. And how does 
the teacher in the story solve his 
problem? By giving him even less 
space, followed by even less space, 
followed by even less space. 

The very thing that the man wanted 
was only found by getting the very 
opposite of what he wanted.  

He thought that what he was in need 
of was space, when what he was really 
in need of was perspective.  

Had he got what he wanted in the first 
place, all of the extra space in the 
world wouldn’t have truly satisfied him, 
because his perspective would have 
never changed.  

And this is how it is with our 
expectations about God and the 
expectations that people had of him in 
the story. 

They thought everything would be 
solved if Jesus would just fix all their 
outer problems, some of them very 
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severe. Valid things that were unjust 
and in need of fixing, and yet God’s 
plan all along was to fix it another way.  

After all, if everything got fixed in their 
outer lives, and nothing changed in 
their inner lives, everything would 
eventually end up right back where it 
began because people would continue 
looking at the world with the wrong 
perspective. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Please save us! 
Please save us! 

Jesus did save them, but not like they 
expected him to. 

God always saves, but not like we think 
God should. 

YOUR LIFE TODAY 

Where are you shouting Hosanna in 
your life today?  

What are you asking God to save you 
from?  
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What is it that you’re wanting from God 
that you’re never getting? 

A more satisfying career?  

Perhaps God is saving you by 
keeping you right where you are, in 
a job that you hate, because it’s 
forming character and skills in you 
that is preparing you for something 
even better than you can imagine. 

More money? I mean who doesn’t want 
more money? 

Perhaps God is saving you by 
giving you even less than you want 
so that you can learn not to put your 
hope in riches. 

Are you sick? Is your body in need of 
healing? 

Perhaps God is saving you with 
very slow progress on the journey 
to healing because he is giving you 
courage to face your deepest fears 
about your aging body. 

Are you lonely? 
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Perhaps God is saving you by 
putting you next to the very people 
that are sitting around you right 
now. 

What is it for you? What do you want to 
be saved from? It might actually be 
happening, right here, right now— just 
not like you think it should. 

God cares about our lives so much, 
that the condition of our souls— that 
deep spot in us that reasons, and 
loves, and loses, and hopes, and fears
— the lens through which we view the 
entirety of the human experience— its 
condition— the health of our soul is 
God’s primary focus on our journey.  

Wherever you are in your life today, 
just be there. Whatever came, 
whatever is, whatever comes, embrace 
it with open arms, even if it’s not what 
you expected. Even if there very thing 
you’ve been placing your hope in all 
along gets betrayed, captured, 
crucified, and buried.  

It will rise in its time. 
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