
 

 

!1

“What I Believe      
 About Jesus…” 

RYAN PHIPPS, SENIOR MINISTER 

11/19/17



CHANGELINGS 

Do you ever have those moments where 

you run into someone that you haven’t 

seen for years and you think to yourself, 

“Man, have they ever changed!” They 

look nothing like they did when I first 

met them. “You’re what? A biologist?!!! 

Are you kidding me?! You never payed 

attention in biology when we were in 

school. All I remember about you is you 

sneaking off to the restroom to get 

blazed, and then you’d come back to 

class and fall asleep on your desk. What 

happened?”


And then, another thought 

immediately follows. You start to think 

to yourself, “I wonder how much they 

think I’ve changed!”


I get this all the time when I run into 

people from the past. They see me, and 

they’re like, “What happened to your 

hair? You’re what? A pastor?!!! You said 
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that was the on thing you’d never do 

with your life. How ironic!”


Time changes us physically, 

emotionally, and even spiritually, but 

it’s hard to see it in the day to day. The 

change is often so slow that we don’t 

notice it as it’s happening to us, but if 

we look back far enough we see it.


RESERVATIONS 

I begin this message today with a lot of 

reservations. As odd as it may sound, 

there’s probably no more controversial 

topic to discuss in the Christian Faith 

than the person of Jesus. It seems 

antithetical to say so, being a religion 

founded on his teachings, but it’s true. 

We change, so our faith also changes. 

And this doesn’t always sit well with 

everyone in our lives. People may find it 

shocking.
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I suppose this is what Jesus told us to 

expect when when he said things like, 


“Do not suppose that I have come to bring 

peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 

peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn 

‘a man against his father, a daughter 

against her mother, a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law—a man’s 

enemies will be the members of his own 

household.’”


Matthew 10:34-36


This isn’t a statement of doom and 

gloom. It’s just a statement of fact. 

Jesus isn’t saying that he arrived to 

bring war to the world and to pit people 

against one another. He’s simply 

forecasting what people ought to expect 

should they choose to follow his 

teachings, changing gradually along the 

way.
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I’d be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge 

honestly how I’ve seen this at work in 

my own life over the years as I’ve 

learned more about Jesus and formed 

my own opinions about him. 

Colleagues, friends, and family— some 

of them became greater allies along the 

way, but a great many of them also cut 

me off— some even labeling me a 

heretic for my beliefs about Jesus.


But that’s just how it is. As our views 

evolve, some people will go along with 

us. Others won’t.


WHAT I BELIEVE 

The title of this talk today is titled as it 

is for a reason. “What I Believe About 

Jesus…”


I want to make it clear that these are 

just my own thoughts about him. I’m 

not saying that because I believe these 

things about Jesus that you need to 
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believe these things about Jesus. This is 

just a place that I’ve arrived at over the 

years as I’ve lived life, done work in the 

world, and met all kinds of people who 

have contributed to the shaping of my 

opinions. 


I also want to point out that the title of 

the talk doesn’t have a period at the 

end of it. Instead, it has three little 

dots, meaning that I’m not done 

learning yet. I know that the things 

that I think about God today will 

continue to evolve, and so I leave space 

for that in my life.


When I think back on what I believed 

about Jesus 10 or even 15 years ago, oh 

my, a lot has changed, and I want to 

continue to be open to that. After all, 

anything that is growing is always 

changing. 


So please know today that what I’m 

saying is not intended to be really be 
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titled, “What I Believe About Jesus… 

and You Should Believe It, Too!” 


No. On the contrary, it’s my prayer that 

this talk would bring you comfort this 

morning, knowing that it’s okay to 

evolve, if in fact you feel caught in a 

constant tug of war between what you 

once thought about Jesus and what you 

think of him now. 


RELOCATING & REPAIRING 

Our passage for today has shaped my 

beliefs about Jesus probably more than 

any other passage has. It tells us who 

Jesus was and why he did what he did in 

his life.


It says this, 


"We look at this Son and see the God 

who cannot be seen. We look at this Son 

and see God's original purpose in 
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everything created. For everything, 

absolutely everything, above and below, 

visible and invisible, rank after rank 

after rank of angels - everything got 

started in him and finds its purpose in 

him. He was there before any of it came 

into existence and holds it all together 

right up to this moment. And when it 

comes to the church, he organizes and 

holds it together, like a head does a 

body. So spacious is he, so roomy, that 

everything of God finds its proper place 

in him without crowding. Not only that, 

but all the broken and dislocated pieces 

of the universe - people and things, 

animals and atoms - get properly fixed 

and fit together in vibrant harmonies, 

all because of his death, his blood that 

poured down from the cross.” 


- Colossians 1:15-20 
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This passage was the beginning of my 

heresy. And I say that jokingly… but 

not really. 


I began my work in ministry 22 years 

ago inside the context of Christian 

Fundamentalism. It was a strict, rigid, 

closed belief system where everything 

had a scriptural basis, and yet, it was 

propagated and held up by well 

meaning people.


I was a fundamentalist in every sense of 

the word. The age of the earth, 

complementarianism, 

dispensationalism, literalism, 

inerrancy, infallibility, The Rapture, 

pretribulationalism, Arminianism, the 

1000 year reign, altar calls (and it’s 

okay if you don’t know what any of 

these strange phrases mean). Gay 

people were bad and their lifestyle was 

a choice. Drinking was bad. Dating was 

bad. And most of all, the idea that an 

angry God sent his only Son to die for 

me so that I could finally be tolerable in 
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his (not her) eyes was the most 

important thing one could learn in the 

world.


I don’t believe these things any more, 

and I haven’t for a very long time. But I 

used to.


Sure, it may have taken me years of 

study, and introspection, and 

observation, but I’m happy to be where 

I am, even thought it has cost me 

dearly. Most importantly, the things I 

believe today, that I can’t say about the 

things that I believed so many years ago 

are not just good for me, but good for 

the world, whether it believes what I do 

about Jesus or not.  


My question today is this. 


What if everything that you see about God 

today is only a glimpse?
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What if there’s always more? What if 

we don’t just learn it, and keep 

implementing ad infinitum, but we 

hold it firmly and yet, loosely because 

we know that wherever we are is not 

where we’ll always be. 


What if faith is supposed be like a road 

trip to new places that we’ve never 

been before, and our opinions and 

beliefs are kind of like rest stops along 

the way? We stop, we look around, then 

we get back on the road and discover 

places that we never even knew existed.


 "We look at this Son and see the God 

who cannot be seen. We look at this Son 

and see God's original purpose in 

everything created. For everything, 

absolutely everything, above and below, 

visible and invisible, rank after rank 

after rank of angels - everything got 

started in him and finds its purpose in 

him.” 
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What if that’s who Jesus is? A God that 

we can see. A visible representation of 

the invisible God? And what if 

practicing his teachings cause us to find 

meaning and purpose in our lives… 

lives that we can then share with others 

who may also feel lost in the world? 


“He was there before any of it came into 

existence and holds it all together right 

up to this moment. And when it comes 

to the church, he organizes and holds it 

together, like a head does a body. So 

spacious is he, so roomy, that everything 

of God finds its proper place in him 

without crowding.” 


What if Jesus is trying to open us up? 

What if the way that he lived and the 

things that he taught are intended to 

create a spaciousness and a roominess 

in our lives where there is room for 

everyone? 
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“Not only that, but all the broken and 

dislocated pieces of the universe - 

people and things, animals and atoms - 

get properly fixed and fit together in 

vibrant harmonies, all because of his 

death, his blood that poured down from 

the cross.” 


And finally, what if this is universal? 

It’s not just a repairing of the 

brokenness and relocating of the 

dislocated pieces of human life, but also 

repairing and relocating of things on a 

quantum level, bringing healing and 

wholeness to all that is invisible as 

well.


What if that’s what Jesus was trying to 

get us to see by dying on a cross? 


What if that way of believing in Jesus 

became the evaluating mechanism for 

all the opinions about him circulating 

throughout the world? 
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What if that’s how we discerned truth 

from error in our theology? By how it 

does (or doesn’t) accomplish good 

things in the lives of people and in our 

world.


What if we evaluated our beliefs in Jesus 

by their practical results? Whether they 

are dislocating and breaking everything 

apart or putting it back together again? 


And so, when we’re presented with an 

idea or t a thought, we begin to ask: 


Does this give meaning and purpose 

to human life?


Does it help hold the world 

together?


It is open? Is it spacious? Is it roomy 

enough for everyone to get in? 


Does it create harmony, not only 

person to person, but emotionally 

and even metaphysically? 
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It my prayer today that we would loosen 

our grip. That we would lay down our 

flags. That we would honestly evaluate 

our faith by its results in the world. 


I pray that would be a people of reason 

and conscience, redeeming a name that 

is in dire need of redemption, the name 

of Jesus. 
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